Karen Blixen is Denmark’s most famous female author. She is internationally recognized,
renowned, and read all over the world like her two countrymen Søren Kierkegaard and
Hans Christian Andersen.
Karen Blixen experienced her international breakthrough in 1934 when Seven Gothic Tales
was published in the US under the masculine pseudonym Isak Dinesen. The tales are set
in a time of upheaval as Denmark transitioned from an absolute monarchy to democracy
in the middle of the 19th century with sea battles, duels, and floods.
The tales were made a Book of the Month Club selection and, consequently, reached hundreds of thousands of Americans and Canadians. Overnight, Blixen became world-famous.
In 1937, Karen Blixen published Out of Africa, based on her own time in Kenya as a coffee farmer and big game hunter. Karen Blixen arrived in Kenya in 1914 and cultivated
coffee until 1931 when her farm went bankrupt and she had to return to Denmark, sick,
divorced, and destitute.
There is great interest in Karen Blixen’s remarkable life as a woman of that era. She went
out into the world, ran the farm herself for a time, established an international career as
a writer, and helped create the Danish Academy.
Karen Blixen is an important cultural personage, and she managed to create a huge attraction for and interest in her person. She dressed either quite extravagantly or in a
very understated way, and she read her tales on the radio and TV. She was able to gather
important people around her, liked to puncture their balloons a bit, and made subtle and
humoristic pronouncements.
Her works contain painterly descriptions, musings on the philosophy of life, and a comprehensive gallery of characters. In “Babette’s Feast”, she introduced French gastronomy
to a little Danish fishing town. The refugee Babette has been given shelter by two poor
sisters. When she wins a huge lottery prize, she can unveil her superb abilities as a chef
and create a lavish dinner for the sisters.
There is a lot of humour and wisdom about life in Blixen’s works. She unites figures from
the history of literature, times of historic upheaval, and very local Danish settings in her
tales. Her tales effervesce with intimate character descriptions, a passion for dramatic
entanglements, and the wisdom hidden in nature’s beauty. Karen Blixen is a storyteller
who is able to show us how wonderfully people engage with the world...

